
Arguments for God’s Existence 
Cosmological Argument (Our universe had a beginning.) 
Fine-Tuning Argument (Universe appears to be fine-tuned for human life.) 
Design Argument (Biological organisms appear to be designed.) 
Origin of Life Argument (Life in our universe emerged from non-life.) 
Consciousness Argument (Nonmaterial consciousness emerged from unconscious matter.) 
Free Agency Argument (We are “free agents” in our otherwise “cause and effect” universe) 
Moral Argument (Transcendent, objective moral truths exist in our universe.) 

Evidence of Evil Argument (Evil and injustice continue to persist, in spite of our best efforts.) 

Cosmological Argument 
Premise 1: Whatever begins to exist has a cause. 

Premise 2: The universe began to exist. 

Evidence 1: Einstein’s General Theory of Relativity 

Evidence 2: Universe is expanding. 

Evidence 3: 2nd Law of Thermodynamics tells us that energy is running down. If universe had been here forever, it 

would have already run out of energy. 

Conclusion: Therefore, the universe has a cause. 

Design Argument 
Many things in our world appear to be designed.  

Things that are designed point to a designer.  

Many things in our world seem to be designed, so the best explanation is that there exists a master designer, which 

we would call God. 

Tell the story about Sir Isaac Newton and his atheist friend and the model of our solar system.  

Moral Argument 
Premise 1: If objective moral truths exist, God must exist. 

Premise 2: Objective moral truths do exist. 

Premise 3: Therefore, God must exist. 

If God doesn’t exist, how can you explain where transcendent, objective moral truths come from?

APOLOGETICS QUICK GUIDEDid Jesus believe He was God? 

John 8:56-59 Jesus claimed to be the “I AM” (the name for God from Exodus 3:14) 
  Jesus claimed to have existed before Abraham. 
Mark 2:23-28 Jesus claimed to be Lord of the Sabbath. 
John 5:16-18 Jesus claimed to be equal with God. 
John 2:19 Jesus claimed to be able to raise himself from the dead. 
John 10:17-18 Jesus claimed to be able to lay his life down and raise it back again. 
Mark 2:1-12 Jesus claimed to be able to both heal physical bodies and forgive sins. 

Why did Jesus need to die on the cross for our sins? 

God created us to be in a relationship with Him. (Gen. 1-2) 
Our sins separate us from God (Gen. 3) 
Sins cannot be removed by good deeds (Gen. 4 - Mal. 4) 
Paying the price for sin, Jesus died and rose again. (Matt. - Luke) 
Everyone who trusts in Christ alone has eternal life ( John) 
Life eternal starts now and means we will be with God forever (Acts - Revelation) 

Romans 3:23 All have sinned. 
Romans 6:23 The wages of sin is death.  
Romans 7:13 We need to recognize sin as something utterly sinful.  
• “Sin is cosmic treason.” - R.C. Sproul 
• It is “extremely useful to let men see what sin is: how prodigiously vile, how deadly mischievous, and 

therefore how monstrously ugly and odious a thing sin is.” - Ralph Venning 
2 Cor. 5:21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us. 
1 Pet. 2:24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross so that we might die 
to sins and live for righteousness: ‘by his wounds you have been healed. 

What is the evidence for the resurrection? 
The evidence found in the historically reliable gospel accounts about Jesus’ death and 
resurrection lead to only one reasonable conclusion: Jesus actually died, he was buried, 
and he rose from the dead on the third day. 
Scripture references: Matthew 27:32-28:15, Mark 15:21-16:8, Luke 23:26-24:49, John 
19:16-21:14 
Summary of the evidence from these historically reliable accounts: 

Jesus’ death was witnessed by family, friends and enemies, making it unlikely that an 
imposter or “twin” died in his place or that Jesus just fainted. 
Jesus was buried in the tomb belonging to a friend, Joseph of Arimathea, because it 
was close by and several women followed Joseph and Nicodemus when they buried 
the body, making it unlikely that the disciples went to the wrong tomb. 
The tomb was found empty by multiple people. 
Jesus appeared to many people after the resurrection and showed his wounds from 
the crucifixion and ate food, making it unlikely that people just imagined him.



How could a good God allow evil & suffering? 

2 Problems 
1. Emotional - The feelings that we have about evil & suffering are not usually 

based on good reasoning. This doesn’t mean that our feelings are right or 
wrong, but we can’t trust our feelings to lead us to truth! 

2. Intellectual/Philosophical - Thinking rationally about evil & suffering is a wise 
thing for Christians to do when they are not experiencing suffering, so that 
when we do face suffering, we have a foundation of truth to support us. 

Best Christian Response to someone experiencing suffering: 
1. Just be with them. Cry. Hug them. Don’t give explanations. 
2. Remind them of God’s promises and His presence. 

Does evil & suffering mean God isn’t good? No, because… 
Our purpose is to glorify God, not to pursue happiness. 
Free will makes evil and suffering possible, as well as LOVE. 
Suffering can build character and grow virtues. 
Eternity changes our perspective. This life is short in comparison. 
God might allow evil and suffering for a greater good. 
Pain can be a good thing. It warns us that there is a problem. 
God is only fully known in a world where suffering can exist. 
The butterfly effect. We have no idea the ripple effect of one action. 
If God eliminated all evil, he would have to eliminate me. 

How is God good amidst evil and suffering 
God uses evil and suffering for our ultimate good. (Romans 8:28) 
Instead of eliminating us all, God redeems and restores us 
Immanuel - God is with us in our pain. 
The Cross - God took the greatest evil and the worst suffering, Jesus’ death on 
the cross for our evil deeds, and used it for the greatest good as an act of the 
greatest love to make it possible for us to have a relationship with God forever. 

How could a loving God send people to hell? 

Scriptural Support: Exodus 33:18-34:7; Revelation 21:1-8; Deuteronomy 7:6-11.  
P1 God universally loves all people with great love, kindness, and generosity. 
P2 People can’t do anything to change God’s love for them. 
P3 God cannot have sin in his presence and must send sinners away from his 

presence by his nature and for the good of those that dwell in his presence. 
P4 God is a just God who will punish all sin perfectly. 
P5 God will not force anyone to do something, he will only enforce the 

consequences. 
 Therefore,  
C God must send all sinners to hell. 

Do all religions point to the same truth? 

2 Problems 
1. Emotional - It feels mean to believe people will go to hell if they don’t trust Jesus 

as their Lord and Savior. Our feelings about this tempt us to want to think that 
all roads lead to God, but we can’t trust our feelings to lead us to truth! 

2. Intellectual/Philosophical - Logically, it is not possible for all religions to point to 
the same truth. Anyone who claims this has not thought rationally about this. 

Logical arguments against all religions leading to God. 
All religions do NOT teach the same thing. 

Religions share superficial things in common, such as “Be kind”. 
BUT, religions DIFFER about their most important beliefs and values. 

Most religions contradict one another (ex. Christianity believe Jesus is God, but 
Islam says it is wrong to say that Jesus is God.) 
Religions don’t even have the same end goal or destination (ex. Christianity 
believes in an eternal heaven or hell, but Hinduism believes in reincarnation.) 
Either all religions are false or one religion is true, but they CANNOT all be true. It 
is impossible for all religions to be true. 

How do I respond to arguments against the claim that Jesus is the only 
way to God? 

It’s not arrogant to believe something is true. 
It is self-refuting to claim “It’s arrogant to believe Christianity is true!” The person 
who claims that you are arrogant for believing Christianity is true is equally guilty 
of being arrogant for believing that your belief is arrogant! 
Truth is exclusive by definition. To say that 2+2=4 is to exclude other answers. 
Sincerity has nothing to do with truth. You can be sincerely wrong. 
We don’t need to worry about God sending good people to hell. There is only one 
good person, Jesus Christ. The rest of us are guilty of treason against the God 
who created us. 

Did Jesus really exist? 
It’s false to say there is no evidence for the existence of Jesus outside the Bible. 
Almost no scholars teach that Jesus never existed. 
There are historians of antiquity that attest to the existence of Jesus (around 20 
secular sources). Examples: 

Cornelius Tacitus (mentions Nero blamed Christians for the burning of Rome 
and describes Christians as followers of Christ, who was executed by Pilate) 
Flavius Josephus (refers to Jesus, called the Christ, as the brother of James) 
Lucian of Samosata (refers to Jesus as a crucified and worshipped as a god) 

The Bible is also evidence. The books of the Bible are historically reliable.


